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Sara Abbas received a Master’s degree in
Development Studies from Cambridge University
in 2002. Since then, she has worked for several
years on issues of governance, human rights and
women’s political participation in Sudan.
Hussaina J. Abdullah is a sociologist and an
independent scholar with extensive research and
consultancy experience in West Africa. She has
provided consultancy services for the Swedish
NGO Foundation on Human Rights, International
Labour Organisation (ILO), United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA), United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the Ford Foundation
and the African Union, on women’s human rights,
democracy, labour and employment relations, and
post-conflict reconstruction processes.
Clara Araújo has an MA and PhD in Sociology and
Anthropology from the Federal University of Rio
de Janeiro, and a post-doctorate in Sociology from
the University of Cambridge and the Instituto
Universitário De Pesquisas do Rio de Janeiro
[University Institute of Research, Rio de Janeiro].
She is the Academic Coordinator for the
Postgraduate Programme on Social Science, State
University of Rio de Janeiro and coordinates the
Center for Research on Contemporary
Inequalities and Gender Relations. Her current
research focus is on political sociology, especially
issues of citizenship, identity and collective
power; gender relations; political representation;
public and private spheres; and gender equality.
Julie Ballington is the Gender Advisor, Global
Programme for Electoral Cycle Support
(GPECS) in the Division for Democratic
Governance at United Nations Development
Program (UNDP). She formerly served as a
specialist in the Gender Partnership Programme
at the Inter-Parliamentary Union based in
Geneva, where she worked on enhancing
women’s participation in parliaments, electoral
processes and within political parties. She
previously worked at the Electoral Institute of
Southern Africa (EISA) based in Johannesburg,
managing the work on gender-related aspects of
electoral participation and administration in
southern Africa. Julie holds a Master’s degree in
Political Science from the University of
Witwatersrand in Johannesburg, South Africa.
Sarah Childs is Professor of Politics and Gender
at the University of Bristol. She has written
widely on women’s political representation in the
UK: women’s political recruitment, the
substantive representation of women and the
concept of critical mass. Her books include New
Labour’s Women MPs (2004) and Women and British
Party Politics (2008). She is currently writing a
book on Gender and the Conservative Party (2011,
with Paul Webb).
Ana Alice Alcântara Costa is a political scientist
working at the Federal University of Bahia. She
has a post-doctorate from the Institute of
Women’s Studies at the Autonomous University
of Madrid. Her main interest is the study of
women’s participation in political spaces and she
has been working on gender, citizenship, political
behaviour, public policy and feminism. Ana Alice
is also Coordinator of the Postgraduate
Programme for the Nucleus of Interdisciplinary
Studies at the Federal University of Bahia.
Islah Jad is the Director and one of the founders
of the Women’s Studies Institute at Bir Zeit
University, Palestine. She is also Assistant
Professor of Gender and Development at Bir
Zeit. She is one of the founders of WATC
(Women’s Affairs Technical Committee), a
national coalition for women in Palestine. She
has published many works on Palestinian and
Arab women’s political participation. She is the
co-author of the Arab Human Development Report
2005 (UNDP, New York).
Juliana Kantengwa is a member of the Chamber of
Deputies and Vice-President of the Parliamentary
Committees on Agriculture, Livestock and the
Environment, and Commerce and Trade within
the Rwandan Parliament. She became a Member
of Parliament in 1999 and was elected to the
National Chamber of Deputies in September 2003
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in Rwanda’s first ever democratically contested
national elections. She is a member of the
Rwandan Patriotic Front Party. From 1999 to 2008,
she was a member of the Rwandan Women
Parliamentary Forum, first as Secretary-General
and from 2003, as Vice-Chairperson. She has an
MSc in Veterinary Microbiology and Pathology.
Saba Gul Khattak is currently working as Member,
Social Sector, Planning Commission of Pakistan.
She holds a PhD in Political Science and writes on
gender issues, public policies, governance,
militarisation, and human security. She is a
member of several organisations, including the
Women’s Action Forum (WAF); governing bodies
of the University of Peshawar, PIDE University,
and Pakistan Institute of Labour, Education and
Research; and the editorial boards of Signs and
Theoretical Perspectives. Recent publications include
Hazardous Home-based Work: A Story of Multi Tiered
Exploitation (with Shahrukh Rafi Khan and Sajid
Kazmi, OUP, 2005) and Inconvenient Facts: Military
Regimes and Women’s Political Representation in
Pakistan (SDPI, 2005).
Sohela Nazneen has a PhD in Development
Studies and an MA in Gender and Development
from the Institute of Development Studies (IDS),
Sussex. She is an Associate Professor at the
University of Dhaka, Bangladesh and a Research
Fellow for the South Asia Hub of Pathways RPC,
based at the BRAC Development Institute. Her
research has focused on institutional analysis of
gender, including extensive work on gender and
accountability structures, and gender analysis of
NGO management practices. Her ongoing work
includes feminist movement building in
transitional contexts and women’s participation
in Islamic movements.
Montserrat Sagot is Professor of Sociology and
Women’s Studies at the University of Costa Rica.
She was the Associate Dean of Graduate Studies
from 2000 to 2004. She is currently the Chair of
the Regional Masters Programme in Women’s
Studies. Her publications include The Critical Path
of Women Affected by Family Violence in Latin America:
Case Studies from 10 Countries, (Pan American
Health Organization, 2000) (Re)Definiendo las
Identidades y la Acción Política: Multitudes Diversas,
Sujetos Colectivos y Movimientos Sociales en la
Centroamérica del Nuevo Milenio (Universidad de
Costa Rica, 2009) and co-author of Femicide in Costa
Rica, 1990–1999 (Duke University Press, 2010).
Divya Sharma is a Research Associate with the
Institute of Social Studies Trust, New Delhi. Her
areas of interest include agrarian and rural
livelihoods, gender, participatory development
and community media. She has an MPhil in
Development Studies from the University of
Cambridge (2008) and an MA in Sociology from
the University of Delhi (2007).
Ratna M. Sudarshan is Director, Institute of
Social Studies Trust, New Delhi, a non-profit
making organisation engaged in policy relevant
research and action programmes, with special
focus on women’s work and wellbeing concerns.
Her research areas of interest include: women in
the informal economy; social protection;
governance and women’s leadership; research
and policy linkage; gender and evaluation. She
has an MA in Economics from the Delhi School
of Economics, and an MSc in Economics from the
University of Cambridge. She has jointly edited
four books and published several papers, mainly
on aspects of women’s work, social protection,
and education.
Mariz Tadros is a Research Fellow at the Institute
of Development Studies (IDS), and a researcher
in the Pathways of Women’s Empowerment
Research Programme Consortium, working
closely in collaboration with the Middle Eastern
regional hub. Prior to joining IDS, she was an
assistant professor of political science at the
American University in Cairo and worked for
many years as a journalist for Al-Ahram Weekly
newspaper. Recent publications include: the
Egypt country report for Freedom House,
Women’s Rights in the Middle East and North Africa
(Freedom House, 2010) and ‘The Non-Muslim
Other in Muslim Family Legislation’, in Hawwa,
7.2 (Winter edition, 2009).
Sakiba Tasneem is a Research Associate at the
BRAC Development Institute (BDI). She is
working with the project ‘Pathways of Women’s
Empowerment’. Sakiba joined BDI in February
2009. Before that she had been serving with
BRAC Research and Evaluation Division (RED)
for three years. Sakiba obtained a Master’s
degree in Economics from the University of
Dhaka. Her research interests include women’s
empowerment, child labour, extreme poverty,
gender and health, and health services.
